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1, New railroad comstructicm scheduled to be undertaken in North Kerea during
1950 includes the following:

e, Hyesemjin {128-10. 41-24) to Pochombe (1£8-18, 41-30), South Hamgyong
Province, sbcut 28 kilomebers, knomwn &s the Packiu-san (7 55 <)
(White Mountain) project. This iine is intended %o develop Iimber
cogources in the Walte Mountain arez.i# :

b, Newchonjom (126-2k, 35-20) to Heeju (225-42, 38-02), chiefly for
@ilitary parposes.

c. Kowon (1271l 39-20) Coal Mine to & point intermediate between Songhas
(126=58, 39-26) and Inhung (327-00, 39-263) reilrcad stations, 30
kilometers, kuown a3 the Kowon Standard Gauge Project. This 18 intended
o develop the Kowon mines.

5. & lime from Chorwon {127-12, 38=1l) to Namchonjom , 2 distance of about
80 kilometers, was planned in 19L9. It is to pass near Sibyon-ni. {126-=h2;
38-18) and Anhyop (126=5h; 38-20). Surveys smd drawings were mede by the
Transportation Department of the North Korean Govermrent and by the
Diamond Mountain Electric Railway to equip the line with electricity. This
is pegarded as an important lime from both the political and military
viewpoint, im that it extends exsting connections betwsen Chowwon aud
Changdo-=xi (123-08, 39-2k). The most gifficult part of the wrk is expecled
4o be the brilling of a bridge across the upper Imjir (B% z#&E) River, At
the end of April 1950, construction materials such as cement,f gravel, rails,
and tles, were being sent burriedly to the lin® . ead meterials for bullding
barracks for laborers were arriving there. The construotion was scheduled to be

2BX1A completed as quickly &s possible through the use of comscripied labor.

BN :. In 1949 authorities announced that a line wae to be built between Chongjin
(129-49, 41-46) and Nenam (129-41, 41-42), but no action was Saken until
March 1950 when a jeint team of Soviets and members of the Transportation
Department began to inmspect the erea. Actual congtruction work begar on
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1 April, from both ends of the line, with a labor force whioh had
been mobilized locally under government order.*®
25X1A
4, The track planned betwesn Hongul (130-30, 42-25) and the bordsr, towards
Vladivostck, a distance of about six kilometers, was to havs had its
foundation complated by the end of D ocember 1949, There was & controversy
over the division of responsibility between North Korea and the USSR;
this was finally settled by meking North Korea responsible for building
the railroad only to ths border ard the USSR respensible for building the
bridge across the Tumen River ***
25X1A
5, Comstructiocn work was delayed im early spring 1950 by the coldnees of the
season, but acceleraticn of the work was planned as soon as the weather
permitted, Loocal residents are to be mobilized to masist in the conatruction
work. Although the work was scheduled to be completed by the end of
April, it was apparent in early April that the earlies date at which
1t could be finished would be the end of Jume 1950,

25X1A» M Goswent. For similar development of Tailroads within

lunbaring arees, see [ o5x1A

B conment. For discussion of a projected line from Chongjin
to Najin, coe I -5y

25X1A .,

25X1A s [ Comment. The Hongui-Vladivostek line was previously discussed

in
25X1A
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